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Former chief Nelsen settles

By Chris Fitzgarald, KP Mews

After a short executive meeting on Aug.
22, Fire District 16 commissioners ended a
tworyear legal dispute with former fire chief
Ede Livingood-Melsen by voting to approve
a settlement with him. Commissioners Rick
Stout and Allen Yanity voted in favor and
Commissioner Jim Bosch voted agalmst. FI-
16 attorney Joe Duinn said in a EP Mews
article in 2006 that Melsen was fired in 2005
after an internal investigation that followed
his medical leave o receive treatment for
alcohol abuse.

According to Melsen's attorney, Daniel
Johnson of Breskin, Towmsend and
[ohrson, the terms of settlement included
payment of a Uitle over $200000, and
contributiorns to Melsen's state retirement
account that he did not recelve over the
last two vears as a result of his termination.
Speaking for Melsen, Johnson said, "We
falt the district's actiors were urlawful. and
they were certainly hard on Erc and his
family. Mow it Is resolved, he plars to move
forward and not look back.” Johrson ind
cated the settlement resolves the emntire

dispute between his client and the fire
district imvalving his termination.

Cuinn said of the settlement agreement,
“That is all there is... t'sover. .. When you
seftle a case lke this vou get a release of all
claims from the settling party.” Cuinn said
there is no admision of lability in such a
case; “[t's a disputed matter that is resolved
but you don't admit fault.”

In a phone interview with the EP MNews,
Christina Bosch, administrative manager
for the fire disirict. said although the
actual setilement document was a public
record and would be available through a
written public records request, it would
not have been released uniil after the KP
Mews press deadline. According to Bosch,
the district’s lability for the cash settle
ment is $100671.71, including the retire
ment fund payments. Two wouchers
approved at the Aug. 22 mesting totaled
that amount. The remainder of sstilement
furds will come from district insurance.
The district had been anticipating a settle
ment. she sald, and has been putting funds
in reserve, “The operating budget will not
be affected,” she said.




